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Introdu ction 

It has long been knov.a that the Soviet stele security service 
(currently the KGB) resorts to abducfi.ua and murder ta combat what 
are considered to be actual or potential threats to the Soviet regime. 

These techniques, frequently designated as “executive action’ 1 and known 
within the KGB as “liquid affairs" (Mekryye Bela ), can be and are employed 
abroad as well as within the borders of the USER.. They have been, used 
against Soviet citizens, Soviet emigres and even foreign nationals. A list 
of those who have fallen victim to such action ever the years would be a very- 
long one and would include even the co-founder c£ the Soviet state, Leon 
TROTSKY. Several well known Soviet as sassirnfiaa operations which have 
occurred since the rise of KHRUCHCHBY attest is the fact that the present 
leadership of the USSR still employs teds method af dealing with its enemies. 

The sudden disappearance or unexpected death of a person known to 
possess anti-Soviet convictions immediately raises the suspicion of Soviet 
involvement. Because it is often impassible to prove who is responsible 
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diversionary activities (such as tal;a 4 ej or veil as terroristic a-ctivitiei 
This paper, however, discusses only the terrerirde aspect of Soviet 
executive action, namely kidnagq ing dad asiarrimfien. 
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for such incidents , Soviet intelligence is frequently Hac^ and 9 
undoubtedly credited with successes it actually nas not acnewed. cnS* 
other hand, even in cases Where the Soviet hand is envious, invssh^-dS®. 
often produces only fragmentary information, due to the EGE aHiftf S» 
camouflage its trail. In addition, Soviet intelligence is daibfiss fafiW 
in incidents that never become officially recognised as executive aches, 
such as assassinations which ere recorded as accidents, mioss, car 
natural deaths. 

/^ll of the factors cited above have helped to obscure Ssrast^rssScec 
in regard to assassinations and abductions outside the GShSL. Certain 
observations can. be made, however, which will help to ust tnese grs.c2ces. 
into their proper perspective. These observations are setfcxSisfee 
following paragraphs and are based on information produced by 2e : 



of known or cuooacted Soviet operations which have occurred 



re*? 



War II, as well as from information supplied by defectors eurm^ bus g=m2d. 
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Reducing and keeping to a minimum the potential threat to the regime 
represented by these emigres is one of the functions of the state security 
service. Soviet intelligence seeks to neutralise, discredit and destroy 
anti-Soviet groups by luring emigres back to the USoR* by penetrating 
emigre organisations, and by kidnapping or murdering individual emigres 

Considered to be particularly dangerous* 

Emigre leaders who participate in anti-Soviet activities have been 
primary targets of Soviet abduction or assassination operations. Such 
operations are sometimes designed to demonstrate that the Soviet regime 
can strike its enemies anywhere in the world. The Soviets hope thereby 
*q create fear, un-rest, confusion and cisseimion Widiin emigre cn ^aai—— ti o.< 
and at the same time deter other emigres from joining their ranks. The 
planned assassination of iv X S leader Georgiy t>. GjnOEOVXC.lv. 111 z ebru^ry 
1954 represented a particularly significant step toward achieving this goal, 
but the act was not carried out because of the defection of state security 
Captain Kikclay ICiGilHECY. 

On the other hand, assassinations of some emigre leaders have been 
carried out so skillfully as to leave the impression that the victims died 
from natural causes. Details of some of the techniques used to achieve 
this were brought to light in I?ol when professional KGE assassin Bogdan. 

£ TASHITv SKIY defected to the ’Vest and revealed that he had successfully 



SECRET 




SECRET 

/ 

performed two such, missions. 1 a 1957 he killed Ukrainian emigre writer 
Jb&v REBET in Munich with a poison vapor gtm which left the victim dead 
of an apparent heart attack. In 1959* the same type of weapon was used on 
Ukrainian emigre leader Stepan BANDERA., although. BANDERA’s death 
was never fully accepted as having been from natural causes. These 
cases are discussed in more detail later in this paper. 

Executive action is also triggered by any signs of possible disloyalty 
on the pa rt of Soviet officials abroad. The Soviets have gone to great lengths 
in the past to silence their intelligence officers who have defected, as 
evidenced by the assassination of former stats security officer Igtace 
REISS in 1937 and the unexplained ‘^suicide''* of former Soviet military 
intelligence officer Walter KRIVITSKY in 1941. In the post-war era, their 
determination to prevent such defections was vividly demonstrated by fee 
unsuccessful attempt to force the wife of Vladimir FETEOV to return to 
the Soviet Union, from Australia after his defection is. April 1954. The 
practice of physical restraint applies with equal force to ether Soviet 
officials v.ho attempt to defect or are suspected cf being on fee verge of 
doing so. Examples were witnessed in Calcutta, India.' in January 1953 
and Rangoon, Burma in May 1959. The respective victims, Aleksandr 
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F, ZELEKOVSKIY and Hikhail 1. STHYGIN, were both portrayed by fee 
Soviets as mental cases, were taken into custody by means of strong-arm 
tactics, and were forcibly removed to the USSR in a matter of days. 

Foreign nationals are sometimes victims of Soviet executive action. 
The targets who fall into tills category may be indigenous agents who have 
become suspect or former citizens of Satellite countries vAo have tamed 
against the Soviet regime. In the latter case, actions against such individual 
are usually carried out through the corresponding Satellite intelligence 
service, aided and abetted by soviet state security. The abductions of 
Dr. Walter JLINSE and Schumii DAUSlv' AK exemplify this type of operation. 
JLXHSE had fled East Germany in 1947 and later became a leader of the 
’•Society of Free Jurists, f * an anti— Communist organization that the Soviets 
considered particularly dangerous. He was kidnapped from West Berlin 
in July 1952 by agents of the East German security service, with the full 
knowledge and approval of soviet state security; he v.as later turned over 
to Soviet authorities in Earlchorr-t, East Berlin and eventually sentenced 
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to imprisonment in the USSR. LAUSMAN, a pr eminent Czech. anti-Commurdst 
■who had fled to the West in 1949* disappeared from Tiers! in 1953. It "sa* 
later learned that he had been kidnapped by agents cf Creek intelligence. with 
the official sanction of Moscow. The soviet state secardy reaidentnra in 
Vienna also had been directed to assist the operation by spplying a car 
for transporting JLAXJSMAN to Prague and arranging fsr fee vehicle to have 
free passage through the Soviet Zone of Austria. 

Foreign political leaders are also potential targets s£ Soviet executive 
action operations and, according to recent informatisa, fee KGB's executive 
action component includes such persons among its targets. There is, however, 
no evidence proving that any Western leader has been fee victim of Soviet 
executive action. 



2, RINSE died in a Soviet prison camp 15 December 1>53, according 
to a statement issued by the Soviet Red Crocs on 8 Jma I?60, a virtual 
admission of Soviet responsibility for the kidnapping. The cited date of 
his death is at variance, however, with information frer: fallow prisoners 
of RINSE who rep>orted having seen him in 1954 and 1955. 
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The executive action component of the Soviet government is currently 
designated the Thirteenth Department of the KGB intelligence directorate 

t 

(First Chief Directorate). The earliest known predecessor of the Thirteenth 
Department was the so-called "Directorate of Special Tasks'* reportedly 
established within the NICVD in December 1936 for terror purposes. During 
World War D terror missions were performed by the NKGB Fourth Directorate 
which was responsible for partisan activity behind German lines. In iate 19 -3 
or early 1946 this directorate was replaced by a unit of the MGB known as 
Soets Byuro % 1 which was organised to retain £ ourtn Directorate personnel 
to support and direct partisan activities behind enemy lines in fee event of 
a. future war. In fee summer of 1952# however, the long-range aspects of 
Spets Eyuro # Vs mission were abandoned, and emphasis was shifted to 
using all available agents for sabotage and other violent activities. Epejg. 
Byuro #1 was given a new, and at present stud unnnown, designation somedme 
in 1953 and assigned to carry out "special action tasks, H such as sabotage# 
political murders and kidnappings. With fee creation of the KGB in 1954# fee 
executive action component was redesignated as the Thirteenth Department. 
Although fee jurisdiction of the department is global, its main target areas 
are the United States and members of Western treaty organisations. There 
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is no evidence of the existence of any unit within fie Soviet military hxtelli- 
gence component (the GRU) responsible for fie type of executive action 
discussed in this paper, although the GS.U reportedly can undertake such 
operations under certain circumstances, 

• The Thirteenth Department is believed to be divided into sections 
(otdeleniya) or directions (isapravleniye ) by countries or groups of countries, 
such as, for example, the United States ( :! fi e principal enemy*’), England, 
Latin America, etc. At Moscow headquarters fie department has approxi- 
mately 50-60 experienced employees, and was last known to he headed by 
General {fmi) RODIN, who under the alias KCRCvm had previously been the 
KGB resident in Great Britain. Secrecy about the work of this department 
is maintained through the careful selection and training of its personnel; 
the officers do not discuss their experience among others; department 
documents are not circulated. 

In addition to headquarters personnel, fie 15fi Department has its 
own support officers in legal residencies in Western countries and in some 
Satellite countries. Such support officers work sneer the instructions of 
the legal resident and the 13th Department. One a£ fie more active groups 
is a unit in Bast Germany which numbers perhaps 22-30 persons. As of 
I960 there was a group in China, but it probably no longer exists, brier 
to 1955 there was also a group in Austria, hi a country in which a support 
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officer of the 13th Department is stationed, the legal resident and t£ 
headquarters department for that country are aware of the targets & 
the 13th Department in that country, although they are not aware of 
illegal agents who are in direct contact with the 13th Department. 

Although the Thirteenth Department is the KGB's executive ac&s. 
component, the Emigre (ITirith.) Department clrects all operations, sending 
assassination operations, against Soviet emigres. The emigre apartment s 
assassination operations, however, are believed to be conducted ]eh2y 
with the Thirteenth Department and sometimes other KGB compcatrtsj 
for example, the counterintelligence directorate {Second Chief Directorate ). 

The 13th Department also supports the Disinformation {12thJ depart- 
ment of the First Chief Directorate in the latter's covert propaganda 
campaigns aimed at the creation of confusion, and panic in V'estera csentries. 
An example is the co-mpaign conducted, in 19 e9 and later, for tne purpose of 
creating adverse world opinion toward West Germany. This campdga 
included setting fire to synagogues and painting swastika signs in grille 
places and attributing these acts to Y.'est Germans . Gtner operators in 
which both the Thirteenth Department and the Disinformation Department 
are involved include attempts to remove the threat to Soviet interests posed 
by certain members of Western governments, Sometimes tide enrols 
arranging for the dismissal of such persons from p-ublic emee, but, in 
theory at least, it could mean' "eliminating” them physically. 
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Installations 

The defector, KHOKHDOV, described £so laboratories associated with 
the executive action department. One prefers d. special weapons and explosive 
devices, whereas the other developed poisss* and drugs for ^special tasks.” 
The explosives laboratory was located near Zncbino, outside Moscow, and 
was responsible for the development and pmfectioa of weapons, from 
drawing up blueprints to melting and pouring bullets. In no case was as si star, 
obtained from military ordnance or other outside agencies. 

The laboratory for poisons was supposedly a large and super- secret 
installation. No agents were permitted access to ii or even, knew of its 
location. KHOKHLOV Could provide ns first-hand information on It, 

Other sources, however, have reported Use existence of this type of labcrator 



dating back to the purges in the late I$30’s. A report from one source in 
1954 described an experimental laboratory within Scats Byu.ro §1 Ion own as 
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’'Chamber 1 ' (ICarnera' 1 }. This laboratory conducted experiments ea 



he 

prisoners and persons subject to execution to test the effectiveness of 
different powders. Leverages and liquors and various types c£ injections, as 
well as research on the use of hypnotism to force prisoners to confess. 
Desides its staff, only certain high-level persons vere permitted to enter 
its premises. Although its existence cffichUy was kept a secret, it v.as 
morally cusp-acted or known by many state security functionaries that a 
nit of this sort was maintained. 
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the "Karr; era" in October 1953, according to an announcement made to 
selected state security and Party officials, attributing the establishment 
and operation of the laboratory solely to BERIYA and his cohorts. Whether 
or not this step actually uas taken does not rule out the possibility, however, 
of the same type of unit continuing to eedst in some other form. 

Training for executive action operations vsas conducted at a base in 
Moscow by a staff of instructors who specialised in such subjects as fee use 
of small arms, jujitsu, code, wireless, driving, surveillance, aadj&etograp' 

Although executive action operations outside the USSR, are planned, 
directed, and. sometimes carried out by state security staff personnel, a 
mission may also be performed by one or mere agents recruited specifically 
for this purpose. KHOKHLOV himself, for instance, was categorically 
forbidden to assassinate OK OLOVICH personally. Two German agents, 

Hans KUKGVsTTSCH and Kurt WEBER, were to carry out the deed under 
KHOKHLOV’S supervision. This reflected Soviet theory that indigenous 



and also had the sivanta ge 



personnel w oald. have better access to the target, ana mso nt 
of avoiding direct Soviet attribution. It appears from the ST/£hZr:HTY case, 
however, that security considers ti&nc ruled out the involvement sfacz-Soviett 
in more recent operations. 

Even though come' sources have made staten.entc to the contrary, it 
appears that the agents (as opposed to staff employees like STATERTITi) 
who perform executive action for the Soviets may be used for mare than cue 
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mission of this nature. rGIOKHLGV spoke of special executive action 
units known as > r &oyevaya gr appa 11 {literally, combat groups) which 
consisted of indigenous agents and/or Soviet illegal staff officers situated 
outside the borders of the USSR on. the territory of hostile governments or in 
close proximity thereto. Such groups were armed and prepared to perform 
executive actions when required to do so, cither in time of peace or war, 

A group of tins type under the direction of the executive action department 
base at Karlshorst ostensibly was involved in the kidnapping of Dr. Alexander 
TRUSHNOVXCH, an MTS leader in West Berlin, in April 1954. KHOKHLOV 
believed the abductors to have been recruited and organized by the East 
German security service at the request of the KGB chief at Karlshorst. 

The same type of group was mentioned in connection with the abduction of 
Dr. EINSE; the actual abduction was reportedly performed by four German 
members of a t r boyevaya ur uppa d 1 from East German. It is probable that 
such teams are a modern variation of the 5 ‘mobile groups’* described by a 
pre-war source as units dispatched from Moscow to foreign countries to 
o reaecinate Trotsicyitcs and slate security officers who refused to return 
to the USSR, as in the case of REISS and possibly llRT/ITr liY . 

- !2 - 



o j_ o r-v x. j. 




j 

i 

i 




i 



I 



SECRET 

Techniqu es 

Klaxty known or suspected executive action cases la fee psst-VE&r 
period have involved the uee of poison rather than guns ax explosive*. 

It is conceivable that the Soviets tend to favor poises* because murder* 
can be accomplished more surreptitiously in this manner and in. «sne 
instances vita out leaving easily recognisable traces of fad. pay. Drags 
are also used to incapacitate a person temporarily for alduetdoa. purposes, 
as reportedly happened in the TRUSHNOVICH case and in ha Hdrappiag of 
another NTS member, Valeri p.' TBJEhiMEL, from liar., JLsstrfa in June 
1954. There are, however, many unknown, anccntxc2abi& ihei-nrs is the use 



of poisons and drugs which limit and often preclude their Probably 

the most important is the narrow span between a esse that %iU cause disability 
and one that will cause death. Dosages vary from sue iahvid-sl to another 
depending upon the person’s weight, state of health, sad the wsy fee poison 
enters the body. The type used obviously is determined cy &e resalt desired. 
It is no problem to cause death, but often difficult to centra! dc rare success- 
fully when the objective is to incapacitate an individual saiy temporarily. 

There appears to be no consistency in the use of '-chars by ceviet 
intelligence to cause disability or death, or in the repeddarr- cse of any 
one drug. Chemicals which have been used in cases kaevr. rr smgected 
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to be Soviet instigated include arsenic, potassium cyanide, scopolamine, 
and thallium . Other likely substances are atropine, barbiturates, thlo~ 
ral hydrate, paraldehyde and Warfarin. Combinations of two or more 
substances may also be used, which further complicates diagnosis and 
tracing. 

One well publicised poisoning case involved the defector Nikolay 
KHOKHLOV. KHOKHLOV suffered a sudden and severe illness while 
attending an anti - C om muni s t meeting in Frankfurt, Germany in September 
1957. A positive diagnosis was precluded by the initial treatment given 
him at a German hospital, but there was evidence of his having been 
poisoned by a thallium derivative of arsenic and/or other chemical agents, 
and a strong possibility that the pc-ison had been administered at R1S 
instigation. KHOKHLGY himself believed, and allegedly had supporting 




medical opinion, that he had been poisoned by radio-activated thallium. 

He believed that the poison, was of Russain origin because it was such a 
complicated substance that it was difficvtl to analyze and had been carefully 
prepared to leave virtually no trace. A unique mechanism for administering 
poison was described by a knowledgeable source as a pneumatically operated 
poison ice "atomizer" which leaves no wound or other evidence of the cause 
of death. ■ The equipment and techniques used in the poisosdng of RESET and 
BANDERA are treated below in some detail as examples of the most recent 



and sophisticated methods in use by the KGB, 
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Specific Cases ■ 

L STASRINSK1Y 

In November 1961 a Soviet intelligence officer, Bogdan STASKINSKIY. 
surrendered to the West German police, stating that he had, acting under 
official orders, assassinated two individuals during the previous few 
years: Rev RZBET, a Ukrainian emigre writer; and Stepan BARRERA, a 
leader of the Ukrainian Nationalist movement. In both cases, a similar 
type of weapon had been used: a gun which Hred vaporised poison which 
hilled almost instantly upon being inhaled. The properties of the killing 
agent were such that, until the defection ox the assassin, both victims 
were officially believed to have died from heart attacks. In the case of 
BANDERA, however, there was some unconfirmed suspicion of potassium 
cyanide poisoning although there was insufficient evidence to prove it. 

The Weapon 

The weapon used to assassinate REBET was a light-weight aluminum 
cylinder, 15-18 cm. long and approximately 3 cm. is diameter, and 
weighing about 200 grams. The cylinder was divided into three separate 
chambers, one of which contained liquid poison sealed hermetically into 
a plastic-type ampule container under low pressure. (At normal tempera tur 
the pci £ oh- would evaporate, disappearing without trace in about two minutes. 
The three components ccuid be assembled by means of a thread which all owe 
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one part to screw into the other. The first component was the poison 
ampule portion, the front end of which had a fine metallic screen. The 
poison ampule fitted solidly against the walls of the metal cylinder. The 
center component contained a piston and a piston arm which extended into 
the third or activa ting component. The latter contained a spring-mounted 
activating arm which, when drawn back, armed the %-veapon. A releasing 
arm v.as appended to the third component at an angle and was attached to 
the activating arm by means of a releasing ca.tch. A small safety arm 
permitted the weapon, to be placed in the safety position. The third component 
also contained a few grams of powder. 

The ma>drnurn effective range of the weapon was about one-half 
meter; at one and one-half meters the effect of the vapors would be 
questionable; and at two and one -half meters, the vapors would be totally 
ineffective. (The assassin was instructed to fire the weapon only inches 
from the face.) 

The weapon was activated as follows: The activating arm was pulled 
be ck and the safety released. The weapon was then activated. It was 
held in the palm of the hand in such a fashion that it fired when the user 
pressed the releasing arm towards the activating arm. The releasing 
arm, when pressed, acted upon the releasing catch, permitting trie spring-hel 
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activating arm to fly forward against the small charge of powder. The 
exploding powder (which made a noise approximating fee sound of a loud 
handclap with the hands cupped) drove the piston arc forward, causing the 
piston to strike against the poison ampule. The poises was thus driven out 
through the fine screen in the form of a liquid spray. 

The weapon used for the second assassination ses similar, except 
that it was double-barrelled. Each barrel contained fc charge of poison 

c 

similar to that contained in the single-barrelled weapon; however, the 
two barrels could be discharged separately or together as a unit. Thus, 
in the event the first charge did cot kill the victim, a second attempt could 
be made. The two barrels were welded together and fee weapon had two 
releasing arms, two releasing catches, two safeties, and two activating arms 
The effect ox the poison was the same. 

Utilisation of the Yfeanon 

— _.fe_ 

For maximum effective results it is recommended that the licuid 






shot directly into the face of the victim, in order to introduce 



the vapors most quickly into the rerpirr tcry system. fJirce the vapors 
rise upwards very rapidly, the poison is still effective when aimed at the 
chest; conceivably, this would be sufficient time to allow fee victim time 
to scream. 
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Effects of the Poison 



The effect of the poisonous vapors is such that the arteries which 
feed blosxi to the brain become paralysed almost immediately. Absence 
of blood la the brain precipitates a normal paralysis of the brain or a 
heart attack* as a result of ■which the victim dies. The victim is 
clinically dead within one and one-half minutes after Inhaling these 
poisonous vapors. After about five minutes the effect o£ the poison 
wears off entirely, permitting the arteries to return to their normal 
condition, leaving no trace of the killing agent which precipitated the 
paralysis or the heart attack. 

Allegedly, no foreign matter can be discovered in the body or on 
the clothes of tire victim, no matter how thorough an autopsy or examination. 
The liquid spray can be seen as it leaves the nose of the weapon, however, 
and droplets can also he seen on the face of the victim. 

S T ASH IK S L. I Y claimed that, before using the weapon on Ms first victim, 
he tested it on a dog. lie fired the gun directly into the dog's face, holding 
his hand approximately one and one-half feet from its nose. Almost 
immediately after the liquid spray had hit its face the dog rolled ever, 
without making any sound whatever. It continued to writhe for almost three 
minutes, however. STAEUINSIlIY was told that the poison affected z. human 
much sooner, causing death within one and one -half minutes. 
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Safety Precautions for the User 

STASHINSKIY was told that neither the poisonous liquid nor the fatal 
fumes affected any portion of the body other than the respiratory system, 
and that, since it could not enter the body through the skin or the pores, 
one could safely place his hands into a pail of the poison. Inasmuch as 
the weapon was held at arm’s length when fired and the liquid spray ejected 
forward in a conical pattern, the user, under normal conditions, is safe 
from the effects of the poisonous vapors. Nevertheless, as an extra 
precaution, STASHINSKIY was provided with counteractive agents to 
use if he so desired. 



C one ealment Methods 

For transportation, the weapon was transported hermetically 
sealed in a container, and inserted between sausages in a can whi ch 
Was itself hermetically sealed. It was suggested to STASHINSKIY that 
he should carry the weapon to the site of the planned assassination 



wrapped in a light newspaper, in v.hich he had torn a small hole to 
enable him to reach the safety quickly just before using the weapon. 
N ethod of Attack 



In the first assignment, S T ACHING If 1 Y observed RE 



>ET debarking 



from a streetcar at about 0 j 3 0 hours 



:rvin~ that the victim was hea din 



for Ms office, the assassin preceded him into the building and climbed the 
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circular staircase to the first floor, Gn hearing RiiBET's xooisteps ©a 
the staircase, ST ASHINSKIY tamed and started walking down, keeping to the 
left, and carrying the weapon, wrapped in newspaper, in his right hand. The 
two met about halfway between the two floors. Firing directly into REBET's 
face from a distance of approximately one-half meter, STASKUsSKIY continued 
walking downstairs without even breaking his pace. The victim lurched 
silently forward and fell on the staircase. While still in the cuilding, 
STASHB3SIOY shook off the liquid drops from the weapon and put it in the 
breast pocket of his suit. {A laboratory examination of the suit later revealed 
nothing of significance. ) Although he had no reason to believe Coat he had in- 
haled the poisonous fumes, he used the counteractive measures provided. 

He later disposed of the murder weapon in a shallow canal in the city. 

In carrying out his second mission, STASHINSKIY used a similar 
approach. Having previously abandoned an attempt to corner BANDERA 
in the letter's garage, the assassin gained entry into the victim's apartment 
house by reproducing a key which he had observed being used in the front 
door lock. On the day of the assassination, having seen EAbDmA drive 
into his driveway, STAS MINSKIY let himself into the apartment building 



Lnd waited. 



carryi 



ryinr* several pac’mgec of fruit and vegetables 

/ «cv *■ ■— 



in his right hand, entered the front deer with the aid of a hey which was on 



a key ring together v.ith other key 



he was attempting to disecna. e the 
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key from the lock, ST ASHINSKIY moved away from the elevator, where 
he had been standing, toward the front door. The weapon was in his hand 
with the safety released. As he walked past the victim, who was still 
trying to extracate the key from the lock, the assassin took the door 
handle with Ms left hand, as if to assist BANDERA, asking him "Doesn't 
it work?" By this time, BANDERA had succeeded in pulling the key out 
of the lock. Almost at the instant he replied '‘Yes, it works, " STASKINSEXY 
fired both barrels simultaneously into his face at almost point-blank 



range. Seeing the victim lurch backwards and to the side, the assassin, 
walked cut of the apartment building and closed the front door. Although 



he did not wait to see BANDERA drop to the ground, S T A SE INS KIY is certain 
that, contrary to press reports, the man did not scream or otherwise call 
for help. STASHINSKIY later threw the murder weapon into the same canal 
in which he had discarded the first weapon. 



Although the press reported that BANDERA had 
before he was poisoned, S T ASHINSKIY insisted that k 
since it had not been neceecary to do so. Some noun 



been, attacked physic 
e had used no force, 
papers also reported 



ally. 



that BANDERA had died of potassium cyanide poisoning. STASHINSKIY claim 
that he was told, and believes, that the chemical was not potassium cyanide, 
since {.1} lie thinks that substance could not have been introduced into the body 
by the method employed, and (2} he believes the RIG would have no reason to 
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deceive him on this matter, especially since he had ts> be provided with 
counteractive precautions* STASKXNSKXY claimed that one of Ms Soviet 
contacts wa s pleased to learn that the police suspected potassium cyanide, 
since this allegedly indicated that the true cause of the rictim‘s death 
was not evident. 

H. RATIO FREE EUROPE 

The New York Times reported on an attempt is poison the staff 
of RFE on November 21, 1959, by placing atropine in the salt shakers 
of the cafeteria used by RFE personnel* Atropine is a derivative from the 
deadly nightshade plant; it can cause paralysis or death if taken in sufficient 
quantity. The amount of poison in each salt shaker was said to oe 2. by 
weight of the contents. White crystalline alkaloid is indistinguishable from 
salt, {Unclassified, from KYT , 17 December 1959.) 

in. STEIN 



In March 1955, Lisa STEIN, an interviewer -with BIAS, the American 
propaganda radio station in West Germany (-‘Radio in American Sector"), was 
fed candy containing the highly dangerous poison scepclatnine. (scopolamine 
is used in the so-called "twilight deep. Given in small doses it induces a 
kind of euphoria; in larger doses it is supposed to be a deadly poison. ) 

It was intended that Frau S TEIN would become ill and would he abducted. The 
plan v.as that the agent - someone whom Frau STEM trusted and with whom 
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she was meeting in a West Berlin cafe - would offer the poisoned candy 
toward the end of the meeting. The lady was expected to become ill while 
walking from the cafe to her nearby residence. On becoming unconscious, 
she was to be picked up by a waiting car which would appear to be passing 
by chance. The plot v.as not carried to fruition, however, because Frau 
STEIN did not become ill until she was near her apartment, at which point 
neighbors came to her aid and sne was moved to a hospital. Sa.0 v.as 



sevexly ill for 48 hours, after which an antidote was found. {Unclassified, 
from the testimony of Theodor HANS, formerly with US Military Intelligence, 
Germany, September 21, i960, before a Congressional investigating committee. 

IT. OTHER 

Another weapon used is described as a noiseless gae pistol, powered 
by a 300 volt battery, which fires a lethal, odorless unidentified gas. The 
gas acts in two or three seconds, and is effective up to 15 or 1 0 meters. 

y 

The pistol has three buttons; one for arming, one for tiring, and tno thiru 
for recharging the battery. (After 50 firings the battery may be recharged 
by plugging a transformer into normal house power source.) The pistol is 
normally fired 20 times, very rapidly and automatically -- :, Bccad. '* Although 
one squirt could kill, 20 squirts are emitted in order to saturate the area. 
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since the gun. is fired at a silhouette, rather than at a point.) The gas shot by 
the pistol would penetrate the victim’s clothing and enter the sldn. There 
is allegedly no danger to the user. 

Trends 

Since IVorld War II, and especially in the years since Stalin’s death, 
assassination attempts abroad have become increasingly rare. Currently 
the emphasis in the executive action field is placed on sabotage and sabotage 



planning rather than terrorism against individuals. The Soviets now apparently 
resort to murder only in the case of persons considered especially dangerous 
to the regime and who, for one reason or another, cannot be kidnapped. A 
kidnapped person is obviously more valuable inasmuch as the Soviets may- 
be able to extract from him information of interest, as well as use Mm for 
propaganda purposes by making it appear that he defected to the Soviet side of 
his own free will. This course was followed in the case of 23r. TRUSHNOV1CH. 
It is also likely that the Soviets find it increasingly difficult to find persons 
willing to undertake murder assignments, while the same may not be true 
of abduction operations. It can further be conjectured that the Soviets are 
now more concerned about the adverse publicity generated by Soviet assassina- 
tions in general than they were in previous years. 
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In tills connection, comments made by state security defectors Fetr 

; 

DERYABIN and Yury RASTVORGV in 1954 about what the Soviets would or 
would not do are still of interest. Both believed that the Soviets would 
murder one of their officials on the verge of defecting if that were the only 
way of preventing the act. The same would apply to a Soviet official who had 
just defected if thereby state secrets could be preserved and if they believed 
that killing him would not bring about a more adverse situation in terms of 
politics and propaganda than already existed. DERYABIN and RA5TYOROV 
doubted, however, that the Soviets would murder an official who had been in 
non -Com muni st hands long enough to have been exploited for intelligence and 
propaganda purposes. While both granted that in particular cases the Soviets 
might go to any extreme, they both believed, generally speaking, that the 
adverse propaganda resulting from such an act would negate its original purpos 
On the other hand, KK O KRJL O V , who might have been in a better position to 
know, has stated without qualification that the Soviets would continue to 
assassinate defectors in the future. The threat of Soviet executive action 
against defectors is also considered a real one by ILeino HAYHAFL'N, who 
defected from the KGB in. 1957. A still more recent Soviet intelligence source 
also believes that standard Soviet practice is to mount a kidnapping or 
assassination operation ! 'through all intelligence opportunities’* against 
defectors from the Soviet intelligence services. 
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DERYABIN and RASTVOROY further agreed that the Soviets, without 
hesitation, would forcibly return to the USSR someone on the verge of 
defecting at a mission abroad. This was borne out by the aforementioned 
S7RYGIN and ZELENGVSKIY cases. DERYAEIN and RASTVOROY also 
believed that the same. policy would apply to a Soviet official who had just 
defected, or one who had been in non-Communist hands long enough to have 
been exploited for intelligence and propaganda purposes, if the capability 
existed for returning him physically to the USSR. 

lastly, DERYAEIN believed that the assassination of an Allied official 
would be highly unlikely and probably unprofitable. He also doubted that 
the Soviets would attempt to kidnap any U.S. officials unless they were 
particularly knowledgeable. Such an incident would not be worth the trouble 
for an average official, but an important person conceivably would have 
sufficient information to make it worthwhile. 
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